SUMMARY
The Schiff's base derived from ll-cis retinaldehyde and (S)-a-(l-naphthyl)-ethylamine has been synthesized and its?? spectrum measured. Schiff's bases derived from all-trans retinaldehyde and (z)-a-(l-naphthyl)ethylamine, (2)-aphenylethylamine and (g)-2,2 '-diamino-6,6'-dimethylbiphenyl were also prepared and their CD spectra recorded.
The introduction of optical activity into the retinaldehyde moiety of these simple Schiff's bases could be explained in terms of a coupled oscillator mechanism. These results require that previous explanations of the 500 nrn Cotton effect of rhodopsin be re-examined. 
